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A P P E N D I X  B  

A C H I E V E M E N T S  
General: A successful Georgia Cancer Summit occurred in January 2023. The meeting, jointly 

sponsored by DPH, Georgia CORE, and Winship Cancer Center, provided meaningful 
sharing and discussion among cancer control stakeholders across the state. 
 
GA CORE celebrated its 20th anniversary and honored many individuals integral to the 
state’s cancer control efforts. More than 300 people were present at the event, which was 
noted to be extraordinarily high quality. 
 
The Consortium’s Legislative and Advocacy subcommittee continues to plan and host 
Cancer Prevention Day at the Capitol. The event allows members of the Georgia Cancer 
Control Consortium to interface with key state legislators and provide them with 
information about the successes of the Consortium and the expected strategic direction 
for the next few years. 
 
The Consortium supported ACS CAN in building a coalition supporting the legislation to 
broaden access to biomarker testing and requiring state-regulated insurance plans to 
cover biomarker testing if a physician deems it necessary. The bill passed both floors and 
was signed into law by the Governor. Other legislative highlights include: 

• Vaping was added to the Clean Air Act, which means that designated non-
smoking areas also include vaping. 

• A clinical trials bill was passed, clarifying state law that reimbursement for 
participation in clinical trials does not constitute illegal inducement. 

 
In support of the Georgia Cancer Control Consortium efforts, the DPH developed an 
interactive cancer measures dashboard with incidence, mortality, prevalence statistics, 
staging data, survivorship measures, and screening rates/risk factors. The dashboard will 
also overlay social determinants of health data and other environmental risk factors. 
 
Community Health Workers are being deployed by the state cancer regional coalitions as 
cancer patient navigators, community educators, and connectors to cancer prevention and 
screening resources. 

DS&T: 
Diagnosis, 
Staging & 
Treatment 

The group has facilitated using ECHO technology and approaches to connect providers 
from Commission on Cancer (CoC) accredited and non-CoC accredited institutions to 
improve the opportunity for quality cancer care across the state. A series of monthly 
sessions was developed to support non-CoC accredited institutions in becoming 
accredited through a phase-based approach. 
 
The Georgia Center for Oncology Research and Education (Georgia CORE) and the 
Georgia Society of Clinical Oncology (GASCO) cohosted a one-day statewide Cancer 
Clinical Trials Disparities Summit for oncology professionals to discuss overcoming 
barriers to clinical trial participation. 
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ED&S: 
Early Detection 
& Screening 

Georgia is one of 16 states to receive funding from the American Cancer Society (ACS) 
($15,500) to support the work of the screening Roundtables. The funding is being used to 
focus on engagement activities centered around lung cancer and colorectal cancer 
roundtables, including conducting outreach with professional organizations to share the 
importance of screening and targeting messaging. 
 
Over the period, three Roundtables have been fully established to address the state's lung, 
colorectal, and prostate cancers. The Steering Team has restructured how this Workgroup 
will function, and it is expected, in the coming year, to have responsibility for aligning the 
work of the Roundtables and promoting the practice of evidence-informed screening 
methodologies that help in the early detection of cancers. Using ECHO technology 
(Extension for Community Health Outcomes) has been a significant component of the 
ED&S activities. 
 
The Prostate Cancer Roundtable was established with three Co-Chairs – Brian Rivers, Al 
Bartell, and Scott Miller. The group created a subcommittee structure with a dedicated 
initial focus on (a) policy, (b) awareness and communication, and (c) access. Initial actions 
will likely address provider education and data challenges to understand the true scope of 
challenges to clients and the care system. This is the first prostate roundtable in the 
country. 
 
The Colorectal Cancer Roundtable has grown to include over 50 organizations that have 
pledged support to increase the number of eligible individuals screened and decrease the 
number of individuals presenting with late-stage disease. This group has also used ECHO 
as a mechanism for engaging providers. 

HPV: The HPV Workgroup reached the following notable achievements: 
 
Expanded Partnerships: 

• Formulated partnerships with healthcare and community-based organizations, 
such as CareSource, Cancer Pathways, Hispanic Health Coalition of Georgia, and 
Northside Hospital. 

• Partnered with Human Rights Watch and Southern Rural Black Women’s Initiative 
for Social and Economic Justice on a research report on access to cervical cancer 
care in rural Georgia, published on January 20, 2022. 

• Collaborated with the Georgia Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy (GCAPP) in 
developing a parent toolkit on HPV and the HPV vaccine and presented the toolkit 
during the 2022 Sex Ed Summit. 

• Hosted Cervical Cancer Awareness Day at the Capitol annually and offered virtual 
access starting in 2020. 

• Hosted HPV Awareness Day annually starting in 2021 and expanded access by 
offering virtual participation (reaching over 400 stakeholders for Awareness Days 
in 2022). Continuing education credits were offered starting in 2022. 

 
Other notable achievements: 

• Wrote a successful competitive application, making Georgia one of 11 states 
selected for CDC’s two-day HPV workshop, which led to the development and 
execution of a 12-month HPV work plan. 

• Successful partnership for passage of Senate Bill 41, expanding access across 
Georgia to vaccines through pharmacists. 
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HPV: • Developed an HPV Roadmap resource document, supporting coalitions and 
community organizations with resources and a step-by-step framework for 
hosting Someone You Love film screenings and other HPV awareness events. This 
document will be offered in English and Spanish. 

Palliative Care: Baseline for Palliative Care in GA: The Palliative Care Workgroup has been striving to 
understand the baseline foundation of Palliative Care in Georgia for several years. The 
COVID-19 pandemic served as a disrupter for this work. However, the workgroup 
successfully engaged a Winship Center researcher to accumulate data on Palliative Care 
providers in Georgia and create a repository (2023). 
 
Project ECHO: The Palliative Care ECHO project was planned and launched in January 
2022. The workgroup is offering CME and CEUs to healthcare professionals. Meetings 
were scheduled and planned monthly starting in 2022. The Palliative Care Workgroup has 
established new goals for project ECHO in the 2024-2029 Strategic Plan to serve as a point 
of education and networking that brings interdisciplinary medical professionals from 
across the state together and can serve as an opportunity to inform people about 
palliative care needs and best practices. 

Survivorship: The Survivorship Workgroup has achieved notable accomplishments, which include: 
• Increased Membership: Currently, the Workgroup has thirteen active members, 

including two co-chairs. 
• Developed a Business Case: The Workgroup worked with students from the 

Rollins School of Public Health at Emory University to survey business leaders 
about the value of meeting the needs of survivors and to understand what 
businesses need to improve support to employees, clients or consumers who are 
survivors. 

 
Collecting and Disseminating Information: The Workgroup worked with students from 
the Rollins School of Public Health at Emory University to collect evidence-based 
resources to address the top unmet needs of survivors in the state as identified by the 
second-round needs assessment that was completed with disparate populations of cancer 
survivors around the state. 

• Developed survivorship brochures and a website of resources to meet the needs 
of survivors. Worked with Georgia CORE to disseminate survivorship brochures 
and the website. 
o Brochures can be downloaded from georgiacancerinfo.org/ survivorship/. 

• Hosted Web Series: A Survivorship Advocacy Council was constituted and 
convened four times. The Council also hosted a two-part web series titled “Your 
Voice, Your Power: Self-Advocacy Series.” 
o View recordings here: https://www.georgiacancerinfo.org/video-library.aspx. 

 
Other Events and Advocacy: Georgia CORE hosted different events and conferences 
(both in-person and virtual) to reach more cancer survivors and to provide them with the 
necessary information and resources to improve their lives. 

• Events can be found here: https://www.georgiacancerinfo.org/events.aspx. 
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